A.RAJIMWALE, NagpurandBihar.

Hewasbornin ecember 1921. His fatherwasa ForestOfficer. They settleddownin
Nagpur. His political activitiesbeganasa studentwhenhe cameinto contactwith the
RSS. Hewasjailed in 1937 in the Vande-MataranBatyagraha.But soondisillusioned
with RSS,hejoinedthe left-wing AISF andwasalsoin contactwith the workersand
ordinary people,amoungwhom he was alreadyworking.

Hejoined thetradeunion movementofthe AITUC in Ballarshahcoalfields (now in
Maharastra)He alsoworkedamoungthe workersin Akola, Nagpurand otherplacesin
the thenCentralProvinceg(CP). He wasassociatedvith generaWworkerse g. textiles,
coal, railwaysetc.

He laterin the 194050inedthe hanbad Schoolof Mines (Bihar) to studymining and
wasaboutto be sentto Sheffield (England)for furthertraining. But here,in hanbad,
too he continuedto organizethe coal and otherworkers. As aresulthe waspunished
andwasnot sent. He hadalsoto leavethe Institute. Hejoined full-time in the TU
movementandmainly workedin Patnaand otherplacesof Bihar. He alsousedto be
sentto Calcuttain this connection. He actively participatedn the railway strike of
March 1949. He remained undergroundiuring 1948-51.

ue to set-backdo the AITUC duringthis period, he hadto takeup ajob in the medical
line. Heturnedoutto bethe pioneerandfounderofthe Federatiorof Medical
Representativeg\ssociationof India (FMRAI) aunigueeventin the 50s. He wasalso
instrumentalin gettingthe medicaland salesrepresentativeas“workmeri afteralong
andtortuousstruggleswith the centralgovernment. He was also associatedvith a
numberof otherfields of worker andtheir T.U.s e.g. bidi, raiways,genral,rickshaw,
factoryworkersetc.

He hasdonelot of studyandresearchn to the pharamaceuticadnd drug industry, the
MNCs in themandthir workersandwritten a numberof articlesand bookson the
subject. He wasthe intiator fo the “RestHouse$ of medicalrepresentatives Bihar. He
contiuesto keepcontactwith them.
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interviewwith Rajiinwaie wasalsoimportantin two respectghatit providedlot of informationabouta
very important union that he foundedi.e. the Federationof Medical RepresentativesAssociationof ndia
(FMRAI) a unigueeventin theti adeunion historyin the 1950s. His interviewrevealedthathe wasvery
muchinstrumentalin getting medicaltind salesrepresentativesecognizecas“workemeri afteralong and
iitious struggleat an all-India level with the centralgovt. He alsorevealeda lot aboutdie historyof TU
movemenin Maharastraand Bihar in thetirca of bidi workers,railways, rickshawworkers,tuid others. t
wasrevealedin theinterview that Rajiinwaiewasone of first initiators of the “restlionse$ for die Medical
Representativelm Bihar. !' uasalsorevealedtfiat he was oneof the old tradeunionistsassociateavith die
TU movementin the Centra! 'ro\incesof C.P.andBerar. Thenhe narrateda lot aboutthe history of tlie
TU strugglesof the coal woi i ersof Ballarshahworkersof Akola, Nagpurmid otlicr industrialareasn
Maliarasirawhich givesan nnporiantinsightinto the TU movementin Midiaraslrawhichin die 50still SOs



as die centerof the TU struggleof overall India. Fiinilly hisintervie is veryrevealingaboutdie RSSas
he as borninto a Maradii Brahmin family andlived nearthe houseof its founderHcdge tir sohekne

die top RSSleadersfrom his childhoodashis family hadbeentradilioiiiilly RSS. Thereis lot of interesting
revealingbits on the RSS.
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