K.C.VAMADEVAN

Born on 15 Aug. 1925in Manacad.Thrown out of schoolfor participatingin the 1942
Quit India movement. His fatherwasa documentwriter and he wasthefirst of 10
childrenin his family. K.C.Vamadevaioinedthe Indian Army in 1943 andremainedn

it till 1946. Thenafter comingout ofthe army he got attractedio the KeralaSocialist
Party. Thenthe partytold him to startworking with the agriculturalworkers. ThenRSP



is partyput im wit estateworkers. T e unionswit wic e wasassociatedveret e
- PWD Works op WorkersUnion;t e PWD RoadMazdoorUnion; TrivandrumPrivate
PressWorkersUnion; Vijaya Mo ini Textile Mill WorkersUnion; KeralaWaterworks
and DrainageEmployeedJnion; KeralaWaterworksand DrainageEmployeedJnion;
TravancoreGovt. PressWorkersUnion; Kerala StateRoad TransportMec anical
WorkersUnion; KeralaConstructionWorkersUnion.

In 1964 quite by accidentK.C.Vamadevamet sometempleemployeesand sawand
discussedvit tem teir pitiable conditionsfromt e pujaridownwardgote sweeper
anddrainageworkerint e over 1,120templesin Keralain 1964. T en t ere wereover
7,000employeeswvorking full timein te temples. T eir situationwasbadin te sense
t at t ere wasno securityofjob asanyonecouldbet rown outbyte TempleDevosam
Boardw ic wasin t ose daysfromte Britis dayscontrolledbyte Ma araja, Hindu
membersoft e Cabinet,and somelegislativeAssemblymembers. T us in 1964 e
startedt e TravancoreDevosamEmployeesJnionw ic wasoneits kind in t e country
andit pretty soongot mostoft e templeemployeedromt e Bra min pujari downward
to t e low castesweeperlnddraincleanersv o would cleant e templesurroundingsand
premeise@astempleentryto low castesvasopenedup int e 1940sitselfundert e
adviseoft e Diwan of Travnocorestatei.e. Sir. C.P.Ramaswamiyer. T e ma araja
undergreatpressurdrom socialreformmovementdy t e low castesandt reats of mass
conversionout of Hinduismforcedt e ma arajato allow all t e low casteemployeego
alsoberecruitedand entert e templepremises.T e mostamazingt ing about
K.C.Vamadevarstat e is imself alow castebutfrom 1964 ad become e
recognisedeaderofall t e bra min pujariesalsofig ting for t e improvementn t eir
conditionsofwork in t e templeundert e DevosanBoardofw om t ey were
employees.

In 1965 K.C.Vamadevarstarteda statelevel marc from oneendoft e statetote main
templei.e. t e Sri. PadamanabiaTemplet e templereservedonly for t e Ma araja of
Travancore. K.C.Vamadevaried manystrugglesfor t e templeworkersandforcedt e
govt, to givet em properscalesof equalto normal stategovt employeesand all benefits.
Now if you wantto be atempleemployees/ou ave to give anexam.

T e ot er unions e is associatedvit are-RubberFed; StateTextile Mills; Construction
workers; RoadMazdoorunionsand Pressworkersunions. Overall K.C.Vamadevaris
oneofte seniormostTU leaderin Keralaandstill adynamicmant oug in is 80s.



.C.VAMADEVAN, Templeemployeesf erala.

.C.Viunadevan belongsby his own admissionto a shudracommunitybut paradoxicallyhis greateshame
to fameis thatheis known all over erala asthe leaderof templeemployeesn the stateandso he sayshis
casteandcommunistideologydid not preventhim from tlie panditsand namboodrecsf tlie highestcaste
acceptinchim astheir leaderin their fight for betterconditionswhich hedid finally achievefor themover
the courseof his struggledfor tliem in the lastover 35 yearof hisTU life. .C.Vamadevanin the courseof
ni.s interview narratechis life in tire strugglefor improving die lot of templeworkerswhosepitiful
condition he cameto knowjust by chancevhenhemetonein die 1960sandsincedien he hasbeen
working for themandfor diemhei.s afatherfigure. In hisinterviewhenarratechow in die 30sand40still
independenceventodays high casteNairs wereno allowedinsidedie templesin erala which weredie
exclusivepreserveof Brahminsandhe said the likes of him who wasa shudrawastot;dly banned. Yet he
narratedn the courseof the Ireeilom movementll diis changediiid socialreform niovemeiiLscreatedan
almostcastelessocietyin erala andit wasbecausef diis tliat a shudraike him got acceptmicesven
amoungsthe templepriests. He narratedall theagitationsandall die interestingbits anti piecesof

erala’s history andparticularlythe history of the castesystemasit operatedn erala. Apartfrom die
templeworkerswho werehis maintircnaof TU activity .C.Vtunadevanalsoatoweringleaderof die
PWD WorkersUnionin erala, thenthe Water Worksand DrainageWorkersUnion, tuid Construction
workers,PWD RoadWorkers, Private Pressworkersof Trivtuidrum, Govt. PressWorkers, Textiles and
imuiy others,diough thesewerehis main. He narratedn detail die TU activity in all diesedifferentunions.
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