y  M.C.NARSIMHAN-

He wasa BSCwith 2 yea sin Civil Enginee ingdeg eein 1941 to 1943. It was
du ing that pe iod that he cameinto contactwith theunde g oundcommunist
movementin Ka natakathatwasbeingled by M.S.K ishnan. It wasunde his
leade shipthatM.C.Na shimharpa ticipatedin the Quit India movement. Du ing
thatpe iod he also editeda small pape . Afte the Quit India movementwasove
he alongwith othe fiends andcom adegoinedthe Vishveshva ayd&nginee ing
Collegeand sta tedthe AISF the eit wasdu ing that pe iod that he becamea
membe of CPIl. The ein 1942-43pe iod M.C.Na shimharunde the leade ship
of onecom adeN.U.Upadhyabecameawholetime and sta tedwo k fo
collectionfo the BengalFaminieunde the AISF. In 1943 M.C.Na simhan



ecame awholetimer and cameinto touchwith two TU leadersof Kolar Gold
Fields(KGF).

In 1945-46he wasamongthoseofthe AITUC who organiseda 2 monthgeneral
strike at KGF. The strike wasanti-British. Next he organisedhe domestic
workersoftheBritish employeeghenin India. It wasafterthis that
M.C.Narsimharasa resultoftheir TU work in Kolar Gold Fieldsthatthe British
governmenexternedhemfrom Mysoreand so he landedin Bangloreand started
TU work from there. Therehe startedwork amoungTextile workerstill he was
detainedn 1948 as aresultofthe ‘armedstruggle line ofthe CPI againstthe
Nehrugovernment. From 1948to 49 hewasjailed. After his releasen 1949 and
relaxationon the CPIl hewent ack to the KGF mineworkersmostof whomwere
ScheduledCastesandformedthe SC Associationand SC Federation.
M.C.Narsimhargot electedasMLA from 1957to 1962. Thenfrom 1962to 1968
he ecamemem er of LegislativeCouncil. As M.C.Narsimharcontinuedhis TU
and political work he organisedmanyunionsin many sectordike textiles,
plantationworkersin ChikmangloorandHaassan.Thenhe ecame office earer
ofvariousunionslike - DavagereCottonMill EmployeesAssociation,
Siddheshwarilill EmployeedJnion, Sri. Ganeshrlextile Mills Association,
ShankaiTextile Mill Association,ChigatheriMills Association,Anjaiah Mills
Association. ThenM.C.Narsimhanecame Presidenbf DavangeréMunicipal
Councilwhich is now a corporation. Thenhe wasalso office earer ofthe
MysoreKirloskar EmployeesAssociation. Thenhewasleaderof variousunions
in SouthKannarain Manglorearealike Tile workers,Cashewworkers. Hotel
workers,Beediworkers. The otherunionswerein Belgaumi.e India Aluminium
Company,andunderit PotRoomWorkersUnion. In Mysore hewasassociated
with Engineeringand Textiles. In M.S.K.Mills in Mysore. In 1970s
M.C.Narsimhargot associateavith the KarnatakaStateTransportCorporation
workersandtheir struggles. The othercompaniesvhoseunionshe led werelike
the BharatElectronicsLimited (BEL), MICO sparkplugscompany,indian

To acco Company(ITC). AsregardsTU movementn Karnataka
M.C.Narsimhansaid Congressmewereits pioneerseven efore Communistgyot
in ut laterwith Congressmegettingmoreinterestedn statepowermostofthe
TU movementpassednto the handsof either Socialistsor Communists.
M.C.Narsimharis now working asa seniorlawyer in the High Courtand apart
from thatheis still associateavith manyunionsat theripe old ageof over 80
yearsandis very healthyand continueso comedaily to the TU office. He
remainshopefula out the destinyofthe TU movementandthe working class.
The currentphaseof downturnwill not go onforever. He still elieves that



evolutionwill comein India. In that sensene seemedan optimistwith alot of
zestfo life evenwhenheis above80.



.C.NARSI HAN, Bnnglorc.
.C.Niirsiinhjui s interview is alsooneof themoresignificantinterviewslike ParvatiKrishmin iuid
K.C. atthews ashe wasalsoa frectlom fighter who got involved in die Quit Indiamovement. His
munition is importantin termsof the fact that it givesimporltuit light to tJie struggleof the mine workersof
the Kolar Gold Fieldswhich wasa big gold mining tirea underBritish Indian companies.He 'got involved
in he KGF workersstrugglealongwith leaderdike K.S.WasarandB. .Govindan ;uid Upadhaya. He
talkedaboutdie ysore ill LabourAssociation. Thenhetalkedabouthis work with plywood workers,
silk workers. NarsimIKin also talked abouthis electionas LA from the KGF constituencyarea. He
narratedalsothe strugglesof the manytextile mill unionswith which he wastissocitited. Then the Kirloskar
union, the plalation unions,Cashewunions, hotel workersunions, beetli workersunions,all acrossysore,
Banglore,Hubli, Davagere Gnlbargaaiidotherindustrial towns of Ktirattikti. Thenthe engineering
unions,aluminium unions, BEL union, ICO, ITC mid awholelot of otherunoins.Nmsiinhmi's luurative
of the TU movemenis movingandengagingn it.s breathmid depth.



	‎C:\Users\PUB\Desktop\Archives of Indian Labour\Oral History of Labour Movement in India\Phase - I & II - nov\M.C. Narsimhan\sc0001.tif‎
	‎C:\Users\PUB\Desktop\Archives of Indian Labour\Oral History of Labour Movement in India\Phase - I & II - nov\M.C. Narsimhan\sc0002.tif‎
	‎C:\Users\PUB\Desktop\Archives of Indian Labour\Oral History of Labour Movement in India\Phase - I & II - nov\M.C. Narsimhan\sc0003.tif‎
	‎C:\Users\PUB\Desktop\Archives of Indian Labour\Oral History of Labour Movement in India\Phase - I & II - nov\M.C. Narsimhan\sc0004.tif‎

